
What preceded 
 
In January 2020 we started preparing for the 2-Days of the Veluwe 2020. Not 
much later, corona/covid-19 thundered into our world, and everything 
became uncertain. In the summer months, we kept hope that the 2-Days 
could go ahead, but a month in advance we had to decide to cancel the event. 
What a disappointment! 
In consultation with OLV Minor and HOC'93, the other organizers of the 
annual 2-Days event, we were able to postpone the competition to 2021. We 
got back to work with the organization at the beginning of this year. Even so, 
the increasing infection numbers in early October 2021 made it exciting until 
the last moment, but on Friday 29 October we could really send the first 
runners out with a map. 
 

 
Friday October 29 – Wageningen Night Sprint Relay 
 
A night relay was set up on the Wageningen University campus for teams of 3 people. Not part of the 
2-Day event itself, but a nice appetizer. The terrain itself is not that difficult, it is the darkness that 
makes orienteering difficult. 

Due to bad weather and holiday 
crowds, not everyone managed to 
get to Wageningen on time. 
Teams had to be changed at the 
last minute: runners who were 
present could run first, those who 
were late were assigned as last 
runner. It required the necessary 
flexibility from participants and 
organisation. Thanks to this 

flexibility, it was possible to let everyone run in a team, 23 teams in total. 
 
At 20.03 the first 23 runners took off in a mass start, some with a 
headlamp, others with a floodlight. All runners ran a course of 
approximately 3,500 meters; more or less the same route, but with 
slightly different posts. It was therefore important to concentrate on 
your own route, and not to worry about other runners. Quite difficult 
when there are so many people running around. 
Less than fifteen minutes after the start, the first runners were back. 
The fastest runner of the evening was Toby Scott, with a time of 14.08 
over 3.5 km. We usually expect the men's teams to be the fastest,  but 
this is certainly not always true when orienteering. In fact, the fastest 
team of the evening was the mixed team of Liam Thiels, Hannah Thiels 
and Simon Krekels. The fastest men were Bob de Cleene, Dieter Coen and Jan-Gerard van der Toorn. 



The 4-girl team from Argus - Nora, Hanne, Serra and Marit - missed a post, but because there were 
no other women's teams, they went home with a chocolate letter anyway. 
 

 
Overview of all the routs 

 

 
Saturday October 30– Stage 1 at Kootwijkerzand 
 
Somewhat chauvinistically, 
we as Argus dare to say that 
the Kootwijkerzand is one of 
the most beautiful nature 
reserves in the Netherlands, 
and it is always a pleasure to 
orienteer here. 
The weather was not good, it rained all morning and half the afternoon, but that didn't spoil the fun. 
For the first in a long time that we were able to send so many people (more than 300!) into the for-
est. Just before 12.30 pm the first runner began, and around 5 pm the last participant finished. 
 
  



On this first day a long distance was run, and "long" was really long for 
some. Many will have groaned at the sight of that endless leg across the 
sand, no less than 1950 meters for route 2. The greater the satisfaction 
when the post could be punched at the other side. One by one we saw 
the runners coming back from the forest: wet, dirty, tired, but mostly 
with a satisfied smile on their face. 
Since the weather eventually became dry, it was possible to have a chat 
at the CC after the finish while enjoying a snack and a drink. 
After the competition closed, we started collecting the posts. One post 
collector ran into the last runners between the tricky hills near the fin-
ish. They were looking for their last post, which he had already col-
lected. He pulled out the post from his bag and  allowed them to punch 
it, because it is definitely more fun, certainly for the runners who don't 

orienteer that often, to have a time behind your name than a DNF.  
 

 
 

 
Sunday 31 October – Stage 2 on the Arnhemse Hei 
 
The Arnhemse Hei is a completely different area: a small 
area, with a lot of detail. This is ideal for a middle distance 
competition. And it certainly became a real middle dis-
tance run: a lot of posts, short legs, and a lot of twists and 
turns. The courses were laid in such a way that it was 
hardly possible to run on the many paths and sand tracks. 
The runners were quickly sent into the difficult middle part 
of the map, where tight fine-orientation was necessary 
due to a lack of line objects in order to approach the post 
properly. The many crossings meant that you had to stay 
sharp all the time, and that running itself was very difficult. Certainly for the longer routes that ran 



through the tall (for some man-sized) grass 
at the back of the area. All this made it a 
tough and varied middle distance run, and 
making few mistakes could make all the 
difference! Recently a wolf (and possibly 
more) has been roaming this area, which 
makes the orienteering even more excit-
ing. Several runners crossed the finish line 
bloody, although that was more due to 
flora than fauna. 

Fortunately the weather was a lot better than Saturday, and even a watery sun broke through. As a 
result, it was also pleasantly busy at the awards ceremony. 
 

 
The statistics 
 

3 days 
 334 participants from 
 9 different countries 
 the youngest participant: 5 years 
 the oldest participant: 86 years old 
 29 courses 
 161 posts 
 696 unique starts 
 677 hours of orienteering fun (plus or minus a few minutes) 
 14 ribbon runners 
 29 volunteers 
 40 liters of “snert” (pea soup) 

 

 
In conclusion 
 
We look back on a great orienteering weekend.  
We are already looking forward to next year. In 2022, the 2-Days of 
the North-West Veluwe will be organized by OLV Minor on October 
29 and 30. Courses can be run in the Zandenbos and on the Stroese 
Zand. Registration opens in February 2022. 
Thank you for participating in the 2021 Veluwe 2-Days, and we hope 
to see you again next year for the 2022 2-Days! 
 
Organizing Committee of the Veluwe 2-Days  
Argus 
 


